
Mount Arlington PTA 
General Membership Meeting 

November 20, 2017 
 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 7:04. 
2. The minutes were approved by Melissa Eckert and seconded by Jen Ribnicky. 
3. The treasurer reported a checking account balance of $32,285.59. 
4. Correspondence - We have received several thank yous from the teachers for our book fair 
gifts. 
  
 
Old Business 
 

1. Box Tops Winners -  Sierra Rogalsky at MAPS and Maliya Martinez at Decker. 
            We have earned $200 this month. 

2. Shoparoo - We received a check for $50. 
3. Thanksgiving Baskets - 24 families were eligible, but only 21 accepted baskets. Baskets 

will be delivered to the food pantry and picked up by families tomorrow. The Fraternal 
Order of Police donated ShopRite gift cards and the Fire department donated $250. 

4. Sharing Snowman - There are 10 tags left; all are expected to go quickly. 
5. Holiday Boutiques -  Boutiques will be open next week; the company located is in 

Fairfield, so if we run out of a popular item, we can get more quickly. 
6. Hospitality - The Winter concerts are coming in two weeks and we will need help with 

refreshments. 
7. Cultural Arts - A proposal was made to invite the NED Show back to Decker only. 

                                   A Kindness for Christopher presentation will take place on 11/27. 
8. Tricky Tray (3/9) - We are in desperate need of solicitors, online solicitations are already 

coming in, wrapping dates will be set for February, supplies will be ordered soon, and we 
will begin asking for grade/classroom donations in January. 

9. Spiritwear Website - There is one more week left to order.  
10. Anti-Bullying Event: “Be a STAR” - This event went very well and we are hoping that 

another program can run during the day so that all students can experience it. After 
PARCC testing would be an excellent time. 

11. 8th Grade Fundraising - 51 pies were ordered from Mara’s; the 8th grade receives $5 
per pie. 

 
 
New Business: 

1. Kindness for Christopher/PJ Movie Night (11/30) - Children will also be making cards for 
children in the hospital. 

2. Screenagers - Documentary for 7th and 8th graders and parents; content and 
appropriateness will be further evaluated before a final decision to show the film is made. 



3. 8th Grade Anti-Drug Presentation/Mrs. Danysh - Mr. Grillo offered to pay for this event 
which will cost $200. 

4. Mrs. Danysh has won a $750 grant from Healthy Schools for a hydration station, but still 
needs another $500. All were in favor of allocating the money for this, but before a final 
decision is made, Mr. Grillo must look into the logistics and cost of installation. 

5. Door decorating contest idea - Possible ideas: Winter theme in December or Kindness 
theme in January; judges would be the police chief, fire chief, mayor, etc. This would be 
an excellent way to strengthen community relations. Mr. Grillo will address the idea with 
the administration team at their next meeting to discuss the logistics of doing this and 
then, if it works, check with teachers to see who is interested. At Decker, parents could 
help decorate doors during recess, and at MAPS the art club could do the decorating if 
interested. 

 
Other: 
PA system - Buying the system through Scholastic would have been much too expensive, so we 
will purchase a portable system at Sam’s club for only $400. 

 
 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:59. 
 
In Attendance: Chris Vecchio, LisaMarie Botero, Jennifer Ostalaza, Stacey Opper, Melissa 
Eckert, Jen Ribnicky, and Jeff Grillo 

 
 
 

 
Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 
7:00 PM MAPS Media Center 


